
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SHOSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 12th 

OCTOBER 2017 

Present: Grant Thomas, Jackie Withers (Chair), Ian Cannock, Rosie Cradock and Jean 

Fossaceco (Clerk), and Andrew Wilding 

Also Present:  Andrew Bayley – prospective new councillor 

1. Apologies: Mary Upton and Lee Crowther-Russell 

2. Declaration of Interests for this meeting: None 

3. 10 Minutes allocated for public participation – None requested 

4. Minutes of the last Meeting: These were found to be correct with the following 

amendments – Item 7. Add ‘Hirers are responsible for their own insurance’ and Item 

24. The Burial Board will be added to the November agenda and not be discussed at 

this meeting as Mr Crowther-Russell has sent his apologies.  

5. Clerk’s Report ACTION TIMELINE 

Already distributed. See agenda items.   

6. Casual Vacancy – prospective councillor presentation   

Mr Andrew Bayley made a short presentation to the council 
with a view to filling one of the casual vacancies. He has lived in 
Shoscombe for 20 years, has a child at the local school and feels 
he would like to give something back to the community. The 
council voted unanimously to accept the nomination proposed 
by Mr Cannock and seconded by Mr Wilding. Following the 
signing of the Declaration of Acceptance Mr Bayley formally 
joined the meeting. 

 
 
 

 

7. Cinder Path Concerns   

Following the installation of a second gate along the Cinder 
path, there is some concern that there is a possibility 
sheep/cattle could be kept in the field adjoining the footpath. 
Any further news received by the clerk or members of the 
council will be distributed to all and implications considered. 

 
All 
Councillors 
and clerk 
 
 

 
Ongoing 

8. Feedback on Village Day/Village Hall update   

Report circulated. It was agreed Village Day was a great success 
which brought the community together.  
Following a meeting of the Village Hall Committee, Mr Thomas 
reported that there is now a new Chair, Ashley Brunn and Vice-
Chair, Rina Richards. It was suggested a parent join the School 
Governing Body to further improve community links. The Village 
Hall would like to purchase a picnic bench in memory of Brenda 
Whitchurch and asked if the council wish to contribute. It was 
agreed the council would like to purchase an additional one and 
designs were agreed upon. Mr Bayley will look into availability 
from Travis Perkins and purchase while on offer - £238.00 each. 
Various suggestions about anchoring/securing them to the 
ground were discussed. Mr Wilding will help with this. 
Residents have offered to help clear debris from a copse/den on 
the recreation field and litter from behind the Hall will be 
cleared. The Committee are looking into grants for maintenance 
of the Hall including the roof. 

 
 
 
AB/AW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Village Hall 
Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 



There is to a Rock and Roll evening at Hall on Saturday 11th 
November. 
Mr Thomas and Mr Wilding have revised the Hall booking form 
and Risk Assessment to hirers. It was agreed hirers will only use 
the example Risk Assessment as a guide and should undertake 
their own as is their responsibility.  
The locking of the gate remains a successful undertaking. It will 
now be unlocked at 8.00 a.m. at weekends. 

9. Parish Plan Update   

Report circulated.   

10. LAIS Precept Consultation Proposal   

It is proposed to limit the amount Parish Councils can increase 
their precepts without a referendum. This could have financial 
implications with regard to the Parish Plan and any possible 
May 2019 election costs. (these costs to be confirmed by Aurora 
Loi Wright) as this would need to be permanently earmarked as 
a contingency. Councillors and members of the community can 
comment individually on this consultation and we, as a 
corporate body, can also do so. Mr Cannock will send 
suggestions to the clerk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IC 

 
 
 
 
 
ASAP 

11. Adoption of the Red Heritage Telephone Kiosk   

As reported in the clerk’s report. The two options of 
Information Point and de-fibrillator were discussed. The second 
of which is quite costly. Mrs Cradock will ask one of the villagers 
for advice/options. It could also be mentioned in the newsletter 
that anyone taking part in fund raising events could consider 
donating some of their funds to this initiative. 

 
 
RC 

 
 
By the 
November 
meeting 

12. Additional Litter Bins   

The council have been told more reasonably priced bins can be 
purchased and attached to walls/fences and emptied by 
members of the community providing the landowners give their 
consent. The clerk will look into what is on offer online and 
forward to councillors.  

 
JF 
 
 

 
ASAP 
 
 
 

13. Format of agendas and councillor/clerk’s reports – use 
of the laptop 

  

The clerk is now presenting the agenda in table format with 
timings. Councillors’ reports will be sent to the clerk 10 days 
before a meeting. The laptop is not compatible with the screen 
in the Hall at the moment. Mr Thomas is working on this. 

 
GT 

 
By the 
November 
meeting 

14. Up-keep of the parish – suggestions on ways to ensure 
the standard is kept up  

  

Report distributed. Litter picking will take place during the week 
– 22nd to 28th October with the scraping of the Cinder Path on 
29th October. The clerk will thank Mr Cradock for cutting back 
the verges.  

Anyone 
available 
JF 

 
 
ASAP 

15. Broadband   

Report distributed. All residents encouraged to register with 
Gigaclear. 

  

16. Reducing the number of councillors from 11 to 9   

It was decided to leave the number as it is for now.  
 

 



17. Planning/HELAA   

An assessment of this is being undertaken by B&NES and PEA 
10, land neighbouring our parish, could be considered for 
development. Factual comments are being sought from people 
with local knowledge. Responses are required by the end of 
October. 

 
IC 

 
By the end 
of October 

18. ALCA Meeting   

See clerk’s report distributed.   

19. Grass Cutting   

It was agreed this is a sizable expense but seems worth 
maintaining this important social space. Further quotes for next 
year will be sought. 

  

20. Guidelines for hirers of the Village Hall   

Already discussed.   

21. Financial Matters   

Cheques were issued to: 
BT for purchase of the Telephone Kiosk - £1.00 – cheque 
number 0676 
The clerk for her quarterly salary - £532.00 – cheque number 
0677 
HMRC - £133.00 – cheque number 0678 
Clerk’s expenses - £59.33 – cheque number 0679 
Grant Thornton for audit expenses - £150.00 – cheque number 
0680 
 

  

Agenda Items for November Meetings   

Football posts for the recreation field 
Asset Register 
Clerk’s Appraisal 
Precept 

  

DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS 
9th November – Parish Council 
14th December – Parish Council 
11th January 2018 – Parish Council 
24th January 2018 – ALCA 
8th February 2018 – Parish Council 
21st February 2018 – Parish Liaisons 
8th March 2018 – Parish Council 
12th April 2018 – Parish Council 
9th May 2018 - ALCA 
10th May 2018 – Annual Assembly of Electors and 
Annual Parish Meeting 
19th September 2018 - ALCA 
24th October 2018 – Parish Liaisons 
23rd January 2019 - ALCA 

20th February 2019 – Parish Liaisons 

  

 


