
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SHOSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 9th 

NOVEMBER 2017 

Present: Lee Crowther-Russell,  Jackie Withers (Chair), Ian Cannock, Mary Upton, Andrew 

Wilding and Jean Fossaceco (Clerk) 

1. Apologies: Rosie Craddock and Grant Thomas 

2. Declaration of Interests for this meeting: None 

3. 10 Minutes allocated for public participation 

4. Minutes of the last Meeting: These were found to be correct. 

5. Clerk’s Report ACTION TIMELINE 

Report distributed. See agenda items.  
 

 

6. Village Hall Update including football posts and picnic 
benches 

  

The debris to the rear of the Hall has been cleared but the 
hedge needs trimming. The clerk will ask Martin Young about 
this. 
Mr Bayley has contacted the Football Association to ask if they 
would be prepared to fund the purchase of the football goal 
posts. Unfortunately, they only contribute towards 
replacements rather than new ones. It was agreed we would 
want something permanently fixed and the location of the 
installation will be considered carefully with a view to liaising 
with the school regarding their newly formed football team. 
The picnic benches have arrived and they are very good quality 
with a guarantee for 15 years. It was suggested they stand on a 
concrete pad to allow for ease of grass cutting. It is planned to 
install one by the boules area and one by the play area. 
The grass cutting quote submitted by Mr Cradock last year 
included an option to extend for a further year. The clerk will 
check if this will be charged at the current rate and give Mr 
Cradock first refusal.  
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7. Parish Plan Update   

The issue with adjustments to the printing format are still to be 
resolved. The Steering Group will be seeking advice from a 
printer and a member of the community with IT expertise. It 
may be that further amendments and reformatting will need to 
be undertaken on a payment basis rather than voluntarily as 
done so far. There is to be a meeting next Friday 17th 
November to progress this issue. 
It was suggested the Parish Plan section of the village website 
be updated to inform residents regarding this delay to the 
production and distribution of the Parish Plan.  

Agenda Item December*** 

 
 
 
 
 
MU 
 
 

 
 

8. LAIS Precept Consultation   

See clerk’s report. Our response has been submitted. Many 
thanks to Mr Cannock for putting this together. We still await a 
response from Aurora Loi Wright regarding potential election 
costs which would need to be factored in to any precept rises in 
the future. The clerk and the chair will continue to try and 
contact her. 
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9. Adoption of the Red Heritage Telephone Kiosk   

See clerk’s report. We have received some information from 
The Heart Foundation about obtaining a defibrillator which has 
been distributed to councillors. The cost to us would be £600. 
Mrs Craddock is gaining advice from a member of the 
community. ***Agenda Item December. 
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10. Additional Litter Bins   

See clerk’s report. The clerk and the chair have sourced some 
examples of reasonable priced litter bins. The clerk will 
purchase one for dog waste which will be positioned towards 
the bottom of Single Hill on the wall of a member of the 
community who has given permission for this. (It will be 
delivered to the chair’s house). He will also empty this on a 
regular basis and dispose of the bags. 
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11. Use of the laptop   

The issue with the resolution has now been addressed so items 
can be displayed on the screen in the Village Hall at the next 
meeting. Many thanks to Grant Thomas for the time spent on 
this. 

  

12. Broadband   

See Chair’s Report. No further information to report at the 
moment but residents are still encouraged to register with 
Gigaclear. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

13. Clerk’s Appraisal   

This went very well and was thought to be a positive meeting by 
all concerned. There is an issue with hours which will be 
discussed and addressed at the next meeting. Additional hours 
paid to the clerk should commence in January 2018 ***Parish 
Clerk’s hours and salary - 10 minute closed agenda item at 
December meeting 
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14. Asset Register Review   

The Village Hall will be forwarding their asset list and the clerk is 
working is working on parish items to be included. When 
completed the clerk will type up and distribute to all councillors. 
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15. Village Clean-up   

This went very well with many familiar faces helping out with 
both litter picking and the scraping of the Cinder Path. 
 

  

16. Grass Cutting   

This has already been discussed in the Village Hall section.  
 

 

17. Precept for 2018/2019   

Full consideration must be given to the setting of the new 
precept in January this year due to possible election expenses 
(amount to be confirmed by Aurora Loi Wright) and the recent 
LAIS Precept consultation implications. Should we only be able 
to raise our precept by a nominal percent, triggering a 
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referendum should we need to increase by more, then we 
should make prior provision for any unexpected outgoings and 
ring fence this amount. This makes good financial sense and will 
be considered over the next few weeks with further discussion 
taking place at the December meeting. ***Agenda Item 

18. Planning   

The Joint Spatial Plan is out for further consultation. We have 
submitted comments on the HELAA Sites, many thanks to Ian 
Cannock for his input and the Weeks Equestrian application is 
still under consideration and may well go to Committee. We 
await further information. 

  

19. Community Empowerment Fund   

Following communication with Dave Dixon, the clerk will apply 
for our proportion of this to help with the football net costs and 
the cricket nets. 
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20. Parliamentary Boundary Review   

We are now in the Bath area. It is not known what the 
implications are for our ward councillor. 

  

21. Somer Valley Transport Strategy   

Unfortunately, there was an issue with consultation information 
for many parishes. Mr Cannock submitted comments on the 
Ward Boundaries. 

  

22. Financial Matters   

A cheque was issued to Dunkley’s, our payroll provider - £96.00 
Mr Bayley will refund the council for an extra discount he 
obtained on the picnic benches. 
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Further Agenda Items for December meeting   

Gritting 
GDPR new regulations and their implications 
History Group Post 
Plus all starred items mentioned in minutes 

  

DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS 
                   15th November Bathavon South meeting 

14th December – Parish Council 
11th January 2018 – Parish Council 
24th January 2018 – ALCA 
8th February 2018 – Parish Council 
21st February 2018 – Parish Liaisons 
8th March 2018 – Parish Council 
12th April 2018 – Parish Council 
9th May 2018 - ALCA 
10th May 2018 – Annual Assembly of Electors and 
Annual Parish Meeting 
19th September 2018 - ALCA 
24th October 2018 – Parish Liaisons 
23rd January 2019 - ALCA 

20th February 2019 – Parish Liaisons 

  

 


