
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SHOSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 9TH 

FEBRUARY 2017 

Present: Jean Fossaceco (Clerk), Jackie Withers (Chair), Andrew Wilding, Mary Upton, 

Brenda Whitchurch, Lee Crowther-Russell, Grant Thomas and Rosie Cradock 

Also Present:  Tania Rorison (Assistant Head)-Shoscombe School, Chris Upton, Diana Aiken 

and Neil Butters 

1. Apologies: Mr Ian Cannock will be late 

2. Declaration of Interests for this meeting: None 

3. 15 Minutes allocated for Public Participation ACTION TIMELINE 

Mr Upton represented residents’ concerns over a proposed 
demolition of garages to the rear of Hamilton Terrace to build 3 
houses. No formal application has been submitted but PDF 
drawings have been circulated. Parking and access issues  were 
highlighted together with potential ramifications should this 
lead to further development on adjacent land. Mrs Tania 
Rorison, Assistant Head of the local school, also expressed 
concern over the parking implications particularly in view of an 
already difficult situation. She also wanted to point out the 
possible health and safety risks to the school walking bus with 
lorries bringing building materials to the proposed site along a 
narrow single track road with no pavement. 

 
 
None at the 
moment but 
the PC will be 
keeping a 
close an eye 
on this 

 
 
Ongoing 

4. Minutes of the last meeting   

These were found to be a true record. The date of June Parish 
Liaisons will be checked. 

 
 
 

 

5. Parish Plan Steering Group   

A report has been distributed. The meeting on Saturday 25th 
February is designed to formulate short, medium and long term 
action plans, take part in discussions between facilitators and 
volunteers and update the community regarding items 
highlighted in the questionnaire such as broadband etc. 

 
 
SG/PC 
 
 

 
 

6. Village Hall   

A report has been circulated - Mrs Whitchurch is still liaising 
with the Co-op bank with a view to the Hall switching accounts. 
She has also sent out tender invitations for the grass cutting 
contract, hedge maintenance and cutting of the play area 
grounds with a deadline for responses of 17th February. Having 
received two, she awaits the third. It was also considered 
whether we secure a separate contract for the cutting back of 
the hedges to the rear of the Hall or ask for help from the 
community. 

 
 
BW 

 
 
By March 
meeting 

7. School and Young People/Play area Inspections 
Report already distributed. It was noted, following a play-area 
inspection, that the fencing around the play-area needs some 
attention. The clerk will ask Mr Gillard to look at this for us. She 
will also gain some clarification on which ‘minor repairs’ are 
included in the inspection fee. The council agreed that any 
minor repairs which are not too expensive can be undertaken 
without full council approval. 

 
 
RC/AW/JF 

 



8. Broadband Update 

Report distributed. Following a meeting in Wellow, attended by 
the Chair, it was confirmed WERN are trying to bring in faster 
broadband to the area as part of Phase Two and there is a 
possibility the voucher scheme will be re-introduced. This is a 
government initiative and we believe this will go ahead, the 
only issue is when. They will need information regarding 
landownership, accesses etc to hand. There is to be a further 
workshop with a date yet to be confirmed. 

 
 
JW 

 
 
Ongoing 

9.Fracking   

Nothing further to report.   

10. Upgrading of Cinder Path   

Report already distributed. There was disappointing news that 
the grant the council was about to apply for could only go 
ahead if B&NES support this both technically and with 
expertise. Budget constraints prevent this. It hoped the path 
can be maintained by ourselves and Mrs Cradock will ask if Mr 
Young would cut back some hedging. 

 

 
 
JW/AC 

 

11. History Society Display Boards   

The planning application has been submitted and Mr Wilding 
will respond reiterating our full support by the 16th February 
deadline. 

 
AW 

 

12. Rural Services Audit   

The clerk will submit this Julie O’Rourke with two corrections – 
the addition of the Apple Tree Inn and the removal of the B&B. 

 

 
JF 

 

13. Highways Issue   

There have been issues with large vehicles/lorries driving into 
Shoscombe and realising, too late, the road is unsuitable. Mr 
Wilding has spoken to the structures department at B&NES and 
they are about to review damage to the bridge at the bottom of 
Single Hill from a recent incident. ‘Highways England Historic 
Railways Estate’ is to look at the buttress. It is hope the request 
for additional weight limit signage/warning signs will be 
installed following a survey. 

  

14. Updating of the website/Social Media   

Ian Cannock arrived at this point - 8.35 p.m. A report has been 
circulated. All councillors have looked at areas of the website. 
The elections’ area will be reviewed and updated and there was 
a suggestion of a services directory. 

It was agreed Facebook was a good way forward to encourage 
young people to become engaged with the community. With 
regard to ‘posts’, it was felt the community should be allowed 
to ‘speak’ providing nothing inappropriate is included as it is 
clear the page is a reflection of people’s personal views and not 
the council’s and is an excellent way of generating interest in 
events. 
A blog could also be created via the website with people 
registering for information/update alerts. 
 

  



15. Bathavon North/South Split   

It was agreed the council would vote for Option One which 
means the Forum would remain in its present format and will 
meet in central Bath. The clerk will submit our response.  

 

 
JF 

 

16. Responding to emails   

Report and table already distributed. In future, in the subject 
line, any emails forwarded from the clerk, will say ‘for 
information’ or ‘action required’ with the initials of the people 
who need to action this and by when. When councillors send 
reports and emails, they will also follow this format. Some 
emails will still be sent to all councillors though. 

 
 
JF 

 

17. Planning   

The Weeks Family Partnership’s application – 16/06158AW 
which has recently been taken over by Christine Moorfield, is 
due for a decision by 13th February. 

  

18. Update on Placemaking Plan   

Mr Cannock reported that Pea 10 causes some concerns so 
previous comments will be reiterated on this area.  

 
IC 

 

19. Litter Picking   

This will take place between 3rd – 5th March with school children 
being involved on the Friday. This has been pre-arranged with 
Mrs Gascoigne, the Head. The community will take part on the 
Saturday and the Sunday. Mrs Withers has all the equipment. 

  

20. Financial Matters   

A cheque was issued to the Chair for files she purchased for 
archiving of minutes - £53.18 

  

DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS 
15th February – Parish Liaisons (reversion to 
previous date) 
25th February Parish Plan meeting – Village Hall 
10.00 a.m. 
9th March – Parish Council 
6th April – Parish Council 
27th April – Parish Council social event (note date 
change) ***Agenda Item March 
23rd May – Parish Council Annual Meeting 
25th May – ALCA 
8th June – Parish Council 
22nd June – Parish Liaisons – note date change 
13th July – Parish Council 
14th September – Parish Council 
28th September – ALCA 
12th October – Parish Council 
26th October – Parish Liaisons 
9th November – Parish Council 
14th December – Parish Council 
25th January 2018 – ALCA 
28th February 2018 – Parish Liaisons 

 

  

 


