
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SHOSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 6th 

NOVEMBER 2025 

Present:  Ian Cannock (Chair) Fiona Crockett, Tricia Wastvedt, Tim Marchant, Lisa Coles and 

Jean Fossaceco (Clerk) 

Also Present:  Matt McCabe and Fiona Gourley (Ward Councillors), Alban Luffman (Sustran’s 

Project Leader) and members of the public. 

David Cradock has resigned from the Parish Council; the Council would like to formally 

thank him for all he has done over the years.  

1. Apologies: None 

2. Declaration of Interests for this meeting: None declared 

3. 10 Minutes public participation:  

A representative from FOSSA, the school PTA, submitted an application to our 

Community Fund for a donation towards their planned comprehensive playground 

improvements at the school. This would form part of the £12,000 funds they have 

and are raising for this project. 
 

Alban Luffman attended the meeting and reported that all concerns raised by the 

school and the community have been noted and taken into consideration; proposals 

will be revised which would include the removal of the proposal to stop through traffic 

in St Julian’s Road amongst other things. Dates for further consultations will be published 

in the new year. 
 

Members of the parish reported that an application to register the Apple Tree Inn as 

an Asset of Community Value will be submitted as sufficient residents have 

supported this and an official group has been created. Should the application be 

successful, support from the wider community will be sought. This would 

demonstrate community support for the pub to a potential buyer. 

Minutes of the last meeting: All in order 

4. Clerk’s Report ACTION TIMELINE 

As distributed. Including a report on the ALCA Assertion 10 Zoom meeting 
details on the need for a new website and .gov. uk email addresses.  

JF By next 
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5. Ward Councillor Report   

A summary of salient points on the Local Plan were presented by Matt 
McCabe together with a distribution of leaflets. The Plan is renewed every 
20 years and, following the Government’s doubling of the housing growth 
targets, land has and is being sought for development and proposed sites 
and plans are in the consultation stage until 14th November. A preference 
for smaller groups of smaller housing was expressed. Residents and the 
Parish Council can submit comments. Local knowledge will be taken into 
account and will influence policy. The next phase will commence June 2026. 

  

6. Financial Matters   

Preparing for Assertion 10 (AGAR 2025/26) including costs in adopting 
gov.uk email addresses and the building of a council specific website. The 
Council agreed to proceed with Parish Online at a cost of £250.00 in the first 
year including setting up the new website and gov.uk email addresses and 
£350.00 per annum plus VAT for subsequent years. Proposed – IC and 
seconded – LC. All in favour 
Clerk’s Salary - £1,048.00 - HMRC - £262.00 – Clerk’s Expenses £59.33. 
Unanimously agreed – proposed – IC and seconded – TW. All in favour. 
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Greenways Grounds Maintenance - £185.00 (already paid) 
Costs for the septic tank – the Council approved the estimated cost of 
£1000. 
South West Ambulance Community Responder Donation Request - £300. 
The Council unanimously agreed to donate the requested amount –  
proposed TW and seconded - TM 
FOSSA request for Community Grant Funding towards improvements to 
the school playground. The Council unanimously agreed to donate £300 
towards costs for this project – proposed TM and seconded - FCr 
Money in: B&NES Precept - £5,689.88 
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7. Planning   

Local Plan Consultation – Following our Ward Councillor discussions, it was 
agreed the Parish Council would submit comments. An increase in the risk 
of flooding, traffic, a need for road investment, concerns on transport and 
light pollution will be included. Consultees are being encouraged to list 
improvements they wish to see. 
Radstock Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan – No response required. 
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8. Climate, Nature and Sustainability Working Group 
Natural England are to take further soil samples on 14th November.  

 
TW 

 

9. Village Hall and Recreation Field   

Village Hall – TM reported: 

• Rents will increase by 10% in January. 

• The doors to the rear of the Hall could be adapted so they fold back 

against the wall thereby improving access to the room behind. 

• Consideration is being given to the provision of more accessible 

disabled toilet facilities (including paying for professional advice 

regarding designs and funding) and possibly creating a working 

group. 

• Further transparency could be improved with the publication of 

VHMC agendas, minutes and financial records as well as opening 

meetings to members of the public if they wish to attend; these 

options will be investigated. 

• The clerk will ask the VHMC to remove DC’s name from the Charity 

Commission’s website and add TM. 

• The clerk will also contact the Hall secretary with regard to the 

positioning of the Air Sourced Heat Pump.  

• The septic tank has now been located, emptied, the area re-

landscaped by two members of the community together with the 

fitting of two new manhole covers for accessibility; many thanks to 

them. Costs for this work will be submitted to the Council but will be 

in the region of £1000 covered by the Council. 

• Quotes for next year’s maintenance contract will be sought in the 

new year but it was agreed dealing with a company more local 

would be prudent. 

• Maintenance of the Recreation Field and Play Area – 2026 contract. 
Quotes will be sought from contractors who are local including 
asking the grounds persons who work with Peasedown Parish 
Council. 
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10. Sustran’s Paths for Everyone Proposal – FCr – Report distributed   

Comments and concerns have been noted by Sustran’s and will be 
incorporated into a revised proposal in the new year with further 
consultation dates. 

  

12.Councillor Reports   

A) HELAA/Local Plan – As discussed. Comments on the Local Plan 
will include points regarding the HELAA. 

B) Public Rights of Way – Our Ward Councillor will look into the 
possibility of widening and improving the Cinder Path.  

C) School – The Sustran’s issues have been covered but there is still 
a separate issue with the voluntary one way system which the 
PCSO is assisting with. It was acknowledged a PROW between 
the Village Hall car park and the Cinder Path has been explored 
extensively over many years but with no success. 

D) Highways – It was confirmed B&NES Highways are considering a 
30mph along Double Hill. 

E) Burial Board/Church – Volunteers from both Wellow and 
Shoscombe assisted with the tidying of the cemetery 

  

13. Parish Council Action Plan for 2026   

We hope to welcome 2 more councillors in the new year. The Chair and 
Council plan to compile an Action Plan in the new year with councillor 
responsibilities being considered. Professional advice and guidance on the 
installation of a disabled toilet can be sought to assist with this issue as we 
have a legal duty to be proactive. 
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14.   

Dates of Next Meetings:   
8th January 2026 – Parish Council meeting 

12th March – Parish Council 
18th March – Parish Liaison 

7th May 2026 – Parish Council Annual Meeting 

  

 


