
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SHOSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 7TH 

NOVEMNER 2024 

Present: Tricia Wastvedt, Fiona Crockett, Mary Bon, Ian Cannock (Chair), Lisa Coles, David 

Cradock, Fred Chaytors and Jean Fossaceco (Clerk) 

Also Present:  Fiona Gourley (Ward Councillor), the Chair of the Village Hall Management 

Committee and a member of the committee. 

1. Apologies: None 

2. Declaration of Interests for this meeting: Lisa Coles – regarding the flooding issue at 

The Pippins and the highway. 

3. 10 Minutes public participation: None requested. 

4. Minutes of the last Meeting: All in order with the amendment that the initial of a 

Finger Post Working Party member should not have been listed on ‘Actions’ It was 

agreed that the clerk’s initials should continue to be listed on ‘Actions’ if the tasks 

are to be undertaken by them. 

5. Clerk’s Report ACTION TIMELINE 

As distributed. Discussions took place regarding the siting and condition of 
the bus stop at the bottom of Applecroft. Following the Clerk’s talks with 
B&NES, it has been established that this stop is now allocated to Westlink; 
B&NES have offered to replace this due to its condition. However, a review of 
the potential relocation of this will be mentioned in the newsletter asking 
residents how or where they would feel it might be better placed; this could 
then be passed back to B&NES and Westlink to ascertain whether this would 
be a viable option. Our Ward Councillor also suggested we ask for residents’ 
views on the Westlink service.  

 
 
JF 
 

 
By next 
newsletter 
deadline 
 
 

6. Ward Councillor Report    

It was agreed at the last VHMC meeting that an application to the Ward 
Councillor Fund would be sought for funds towards a new bench near the 
bottom of the Recreation Field. Quotes and designs are being investigated 
and will be reported back to the VHMC before a formal application is 
submitted. Our Ward Councillor asked if the Council would be interested in a 
Community Speed Watch programme but it was felt there is not sufficient 
need in Shoscombe to warrant this. 

  

7. Financial Matters   
Clerk’s Salary - £1000, HMRC - £250.00 and Expenses -  £59.33 – Approved - 
proposed FCh and seconded DC – all in favour. 
Money received: Noted 
Finger Post/Table Top Sale – £119.00. October Precept - £5,524.16 

  

8. Planning   

A report has been distributed listing some concerns raised by FCh regarding 
the volume and costs involved of planning applications to fell/reduce the 
height of trees in the district. Our Ward Councillor offered to investigate this 
for the Council. The Clerk will forward his email to her and she will look into 
this. 
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9. Climate, Nature and Sustainability Working Group   

Following consultation with the VHMC, it was agreed permission would be 
granted to the Natural England Ecosystem Survey; the Clerk has informed 
them. 

  

10. Councillor Reports   

A) Village Hall – Policy Governance. Queries have been raised by MB 
regarding the constitution of the VHMC with the suggestion this be 

 
 

 
 



published on the Everything Shoscombe website. Many questions 
have been addressed by either the Clerk, the Chair of the PC and the 
Chair of the VHMC. Following discussions, it was agreed the 
constitution would be reviewed every few years to ensure it is still ‘fit 
for purpose’. IC reiterated that the VHMC have absolute delegated 
powers with the PC as Trustee having oversight. The day to day 
running of the Hall and maintenance of the Recreation Field are well 
within the remit of the Committee. However, should any significant 
changes be proposed, consultation with the PC would take place. The 
VHMC Chair will look at a review of the constitution and feedback to 
the Council. MB offered to research software enabling a PDF 
document to be converted into Word. 

B) HELAA/Local Plan and JSP – following Government announcements 
to significantly increase housing targets, B&NES are reviewing the 
Local Plan with consultations to take place next year. 

C) PROW – DC has offered to liaise with Highways regarding the 
reported damaged footpath sign in the village. If it needs to be 
removed, it could be replaced with a wooden one.  

D) School – The School Travel Plan is in the process of being compiled 
with the help and support of B&NES School Travel Plan Officer. 

E) Highways - DC and FCh have cleared the undergrowth around two 
Stoney Littleton signs that were obscured by hedging and repaired the 
signs. Many thanks for their swift response. Concerns have been 
raised regarding parking in the village including parking on 
pavements, too many cars at the end of Shoscombe Vale which could 
restrict access for the gritter and the situation in Applecroft since the 
logs have been installed. Suggestions have included removing 
pavements and/or asking B&NES to install parking bays or requesting 
Traffic Regulation Orders. This is a contentious issue as there are 
areas in the village where, if cars were on the road, there would be no 
room for other vehicles to pass. The Clerk will mention this issue in 
the next newsletter requesting people park more considerately. MB 
raised an issue about a moss covered path with a gradient to the 
rear/side of some Curo properties which could be very slippery. 
Whilst this can be reported to Curo, the Village Agent, Kate Stobie, 
could also help. The Clerk passed on some postcards to MB who will 
give them to the resident who has expressed concern. Our Ward 
Councillor will also write a short piece for the newsletter updating 
residents on the Village Agent service. DC will attempt to establish 
ownership of the wall at the bottom of the Cinder Path which, now it 
has been cleared of undergrowth, shows a need for repair. The 
flooding that occurred following torrential rain last month outside The 
Pippins and Glen Shea was reported. DC has offered to speak to the 
landowner to discuss the new piping/drainage to establish if anything 
could be done to alleviate this.  

F) Church/Burial Board – FCh has been in touch with the Church 
regarding the list and grave location of people buried at the cemetery.  
He is awaiting further information from the Parish Office. 
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11. Restoration of Finger Posts Table Top Event and Proposal to Locally 
List 

  

It has been suggested an application be submitted for the newly installed 
finger posts to be ‘Locally Listed’. They could also be added to the Historic 
Environment Record. MB will look at the first steps for this, will inform other 

 
 
MB 

By the 
newsletter 
deadline 



interested members of the village such as the History Society and the Finger 
Post Working Party and will submit a piece to the newsletter about historical 
sites.  

12. Road Visibility at White Hill/ Hang Hill corner at Wellow Lane   

FCh has proposed the hedging be cut back and the post and wire fencing be 
reinstated at corners at the top of White Hill towards Hang Hill to improve 
visibility. Costs could be kept to a minimum if work was undertaken by 
members of the Council/Community. It was agreed DC would liaise with 
B&NES /Highways and the landowner and the Clerk would report this to Fix 
My Street following a meeting with him at the site. 
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13. Management of the Recreation Ground – Working Group – Draft 
Risk Assessment 

  

The draft Risk Assessment for this work was forwarded to the Council. Many 
thanks to the VHMC Chair for all the work involved in the compilation of this 
document. It was noted the work being undertaken would be completed by 
the VHMC as a whole rather than a separate group and will be referred to as 
such. 

 
 

 
 

14. Record of People from the Village who have given their lives in wars 
– FCh Report distributed 

  

Following a meeting with the school’s Head, the newly framed list displayed 
in the Chancel has been located which contains several names but the list of 
names with the poppy cross, which the children helped to create, is 
unfortunately missing. He encourages people to have a look at this cross as it 
is truly beautiful. He also feels it would be appropriate for there to be a more 
accessible monument displaying names in a public place as access to the 
school is limited – possibly a brick construction with a brass plate or plaque. 
FCh and a member of the community who attended the meeting will liaise 
concerning this. ***January Agenda Item 
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15. Request to install a metal miner figure in Shoscombe/Plaque – JF   

The Clerk is still awaiting wording details for the plaque for the Village Hall. 
The location of the metal miner continues to be considered; with the 
suggestion of a light grey colour also proposed to allow for greater visibility in 
the dark. ***January Agenda Item 
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16. Siting of Bus Stop in the Village   

As discussed under Item 5.   
17. Essential Improvements at Shoscombe W/ Recycling Centre -Green St   

Residents are being kept well informed regarding this work scheduled to 
begin next month and ongoing for the next year. The Clerk has informed 
Wessex Water of the school parents’ voluntary one-way system in the hope 
they can factor in their extra traffic to accommodate this and minimise 
disruption for everyone. 

  

18. Wellow Brook Tree Issue/Riparian Landowners – MB/JF   

It was established part/origin of the branch/tree may not be in our parish. It 
was also confirmed that, at the present time, this is no longer an issue as the 
tree is lodged by the bridge and no longer a risk at the moment but will be 
monitored. 

  

Dates of Next Meetings:    
9th January 2025 – Parish Council  

6th March 2025- Parish Council  
19th March 2025 – Parish Liaison 

8th May 2025 – Parish Council Annual Meeting 
16th July 2025 – Parish Liaison 

  

 


