
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SHOSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 6th MARCH 

2025 

Present: Lisa Coles, David Cradock, Ian Cannock (Chair), Mary Bon and Jean Fossaceco (Clerk) 

Also Present:  Fiona Gourley (Ward Councillor) and members of the public and VHMC 

1. Apologies: Tricia Wastvedt and Fiona Crockett 

2. Declaration of Interests for this meeting: David Cradock – decision on the grass cutting 

contract for the forthcoming year. 

3. 10 Minutes public participation: A query had been raised regarding roadside hedge 

cutting around the village; responsibilities for this was clarified by DC. It was confirmed 

effort is always made to prioritise visibility curves. FG confirmed that she had raised the 

issue of the bridge damage at the bottom of Single Hill and that the matter was in hand 

and would be dealt with in due course. Highways also confirmed with her that the barriers 

and damage are regularly checked. She will look into the feasibility of additional HGV 

weight restriction signs. ***Clerk to send email to FG - JF 

4. Minutes of the last meetings: These were in order with a small amendment from ‘portal’ 

to ‘meeting’ in Item 8. 

5. Clerk’s Report ACTION TIMELINE 

As distributed. It was confirmed attendance at the Local Plan 
Consultation Event can be confirmed by individual councillors via the 
doodle link. Discussions took place regarding the installation of dog 
poo signs. The VHMC has a preference for a more encouraging stance 
rather than threats of fines to dog owners so a trial of a dog poo bag 
dispenser will take place; the effectiveness of this to be monitored. 
The PC will be updated about this before any signs are purchased. 

 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 

 

6. Ward Councillor Report   

FG informed the Council she had been involved in the Southstoke 
planning appeal at the beginning of the year. She encouraged the 
Council to get involved in the Local Plan process and the Somer Valley 
consultations. Village infrastructure will always be an issue so there is 
a need for good, well thought out plans with possibly an emphasis on 
smaller, more cottage type affordable homes in rural areas. Some 
information on bus routes and Westlink were relayed. She updated 
the Council on the tree felling procedures via email as requested and 
also on the progress with the repair of the bridge at the bottom of 
Single Hill (see Public Participation). 

  

7. Financial Matters   

Play Area Report – Repairs’ quote - £390.00 plus VAT – all in favour of 
accepting this and proceeding with the repairs. The clerk will inform 
B&NES of the Council’s decision. 
Play Area Inspections- 2024/25 invoice - £453.60 (Already paid) 
Play Area Inspections quote - £385.56+VAT – All in favour of accepting 
this quote for a further year of inspections. 
Dunkley’s Payroll - £47.88 x 2 - Dec 2024 & Feb 2025 (already paid) 
Grass cutting invoice – 2024/25 £2,760.00. Following an explanation and 
apology from the clerk regarding a mis-understanding in relation to VAT, 
the Councill were all in favour to pass this for payment. 
Burial Board Precept – up to £1000 (this will be reviewed if and when 
the BB request the reinstatement of this payment). 
Marmax Bench - £486.00 Including VAT  

JF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JF 
 
 
 
 
 

Request 
B&NES 
proceed with 
the repairs. 
 
 
 
 
Pay all ASAP 
 
 
 
 
 



Potential purchase of Dog Fouling signs  - £233.00 for 4 – put on hold 
for the moment whilst trials of a dog poo bag dispenser takes place. 
Clerk’s Expenses - £25.40 for new Internal Solid State Drive plus 
laptop service - £40.00 and installation = £65.40. All in favour of 
payment. 
Money in: 
VHMC - £105.00 (total cost of £486.00 less Community Empowerment 
Fund and VAT) 
Grass cutting quotes received for 2025/26– Cradock and Son and 
Greenways Grounds Maintenance. Both include the additional hedge 
cutting. Closed Item. Following discussions, the contract was awarded 
to Greenways Grounds Maintenance at a cost of £1,928.00 per annum 
inclusive of VAT. The clerk will contact them to arrange a meeting 
between TM, DC and the clerk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASAP 

8. Planning   

Land And Buildings West of St Julian’s Farm - St Julian’s Road – 
23/03974 – no further progress has been received by the Council 
regarding this application. 
Local Plan Consultation Event 13/15 or 16th May – submit Doodle 
Poll document with preferred date – Individual councillors will 
respond via the Doodle link. 
Somerset Coal Canal Meeting 19th March 2025 – MB will attend. 

 
 
 
Councillors 
 
 
MB 

 
 
 
ASAP 
 
 
ASAP 

9. Climate, Nature and Sustainability Working Group   

Councillor unable to attend.   

10. Village Hall/VHMC including Septic Tank location and VE Day – 
DC/RR 

  

Drainage and Septic Tank – Extensive investigations have already 
taken place with rods and trace equipment including a camera. 
Discussions then took place regarding the way forward. Though no 
issues have been identified, it was decided DC would further 
investigate the location of the tank itself possibly with the help of 
CCTV and MB would investigate the possibility of an environmental 
upgrade both taking into consideration necessity, cost effectiveness 
and feasibility. ***Agenda Item May 
VE Day – Discussions took place at the last VHMC meeting and it was 
decided celebrations will take place at the Village Hall and Recreation 
Ground on Monday 5th May. These could include teas, musicians, a 
bouncy castle, face painting, dressing up and picnics – all to be 
confirmed. The Council are wholeheartedly in favour of this and 
offered help and up to £300 towards expenses. All in favour. 

 
 
 
DC/MB 
 
JF 
 
 
 

 
 
By next 
meeting 
 
***May 
Agenda Item 

11. Councillor Reports   

A) HELAA/JSP/Local Plan – The call for HELAA sites is still open 
B) PROW – The issue with the installation of an electric fence at 

a footpath in Stoney Littleton has been resolved. It was 
reported there is a rough footpath post at the Applecroft end 
of the Cinder Path; DC will look into this. 

C) School – Report distributed by FC 
D) Highways – The issue with roadside hedge cutting was raised 

and addressed. 
E) Burial Board – Report distributed. FC and a member of the 

community have undertaken a great deal of work at the 
entrance to the cemetery recently; clearing mud and rubbish 
and spreading woodchip. Many thanks to them.  

 
 
 
DC 

 
 
By next 
meeting 



12. Dog Fouling Notices   

Already discussed – a dog po bag distributor will be trialled at the 
Recreation Field. ***Agenda Item 

JF ***May 
Agenda Item 

13. Record of people from the Village who have given their lives 
in wars  

  

TM will look into the installation of a plaque.   

14. Installation of metal miner figure in Shoscombe/Plaque  - JF   

This is now installed and looks magnificent. Many thanks to the 
Somerset Miners and Bryn Hawkins for their donation of this. 

  

Dates of Next Meetings:    
19th March 2025 – Parish Liaison 

8th May 2025 – Parish Council Annual Meeting 
3rd July – Parish Council Meeting 

16th July 2025 – Parish Liaison 
11th September – Parish Council Meeting 
6th November – Parish Council Meeting 

  

 


