
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SHOSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 3rd 

JULY 2025 

Present:  Fiona Crockett, Ian Cannock (Chair), Lisa Coles, Tim Marchant and Jean Fossaceco 

(Clerk) 

Also Present:  John Whittock 

1. Apologies: Tricia Wastvedt, David Cradock and Fiona Gourley (Ward Councillor) 

2. Declaration of Interests for this meeting: None declared 

3. 10 Minutes public participation: A member of the public was in attendance with a 

view to possibly joining the Council. 

4. Minutes of the last Meeting: All in order 

5. Clerk’s Report ACTION TIMELINE 

As distributed.  JF  

6. Ward Councillor Report   

Nothing to report.   

7. Financial Matters   

Financial Matters: 
Clerk’s Salary - £1048.00 HMRC - £262.00 – Expenses £59.33 plus 
£20.00 to IT consultant to install new printer – approved for payment. 
Proposed IC and seconded FC 
Village Newsletter – PC contribution to costs - £750.00 or above. 
Following discussions and taking into account the increase in printing 
costs, it was decided unanimously to increase the PC/Church 
contribution towards costs to £850.00 proposed LC and seconded TM. 
Western Drain Services – emptying of the septic tank - £360.00 
approved for payment. Two manhole covers will be installed; price to 
be confirmed. 
HP Printer - £55.49 (already paid) 
ICO -  £52.00 (already paid) 
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8. Planning   
 

Land to the West of St Julian’s Farm - 23/03974/FUL 
 
Shoscombe School - 25/02172/FUL and 25/02173/LBA  
The Council agreed to support these retrospective applications – proposed 
IC and seconded FC. All in favour. 
 
Housing Development Boundary Review – this was noted together with 
the acknowledgment of the government plans to increase housing is 
resulting in planning applications being considered more favourably. It was 
also noted that communities are being encouraged to be more pro-active 
in putting forward potential development sites albeit size appropriate ones 
in small villages such as ourselves. 
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9. Climate, Nature and Sustainability Working Group   

Nothing to report.   

10. Village Hall and Recreation Field   

• TM agreed to be the Parish Council representative on the Village 
Hall Management Committee. 

• TM confirmed that certain internal improvements had taken 
place in the Hall with further ones planned for the future. 

• Externally, motorbike parking and a cycle ramp are both being 
considered. A donation of 2 further picnic tables has been 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



received; consideration will be given as to where these could be 
installed. 

• The mole hills continue to be an issue with the resulting holes 
once the tunnels collapse. 

• A fire which was started on the Recreation Field was fortunately 
seen and dealt with very quickly. The registration of the car that 
was seen in the area has been noted and the VHMC are dealing 
with this. 

• Concerns are being raised over the quality/frequency of the 
Recreation Ground/Play Area/Car Park maintenance. It is hoped 
a site visit can take place soon to discuss this. 

• TM has agreed to trim/prune back some overhanging tree 
branches which are beginning to impinge on the play area. 

• The cricket hut has been painted; many thanks to a member of 
the community who organised this. 

• The septic tank has been emptied by Wessex Drain Services and 
the water flow has been tested. Many thanks to DC for the 
organisation of this. Two manhole covers will be installed. 
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11. Councillor Reports   

A) HELAA/Local Plan – JF sent a brief report on the Bathavon 
meeting held on 25th June where the Local Plan was discussed. 
Consultation will take place in October with further 
consultations next year. 

B) Public Rights of Way – It was unanimously decided that the 
Active Way/Sustrans design offer for a Public Rights of Way 
information sign would be declined. JF will contact Active 
Way/Sustrans to inform them of this decision whilst also 
expressing our concerns over the speed some cyclists ride and 
also report damage to a footpath sign down from the Mercedes 
Garage roundabout following a car fire to B&NES as well. 

C) School – Report distributed by FC. It was acknowledged the 
school is doing well and is actively involving the local community 
with a further 4 governors being appointed from the village. 
They wish to reinforce the relationship between the school and 
the community. They are also looking for a new librarian. 

D) Highways – DC is to meet with our Highways Engineer and will 
raise issues which include a deep rut on Rag Hill and 
visibility/speed issues in the dip at Double Hill.  

E) Church and Burial Board –It was noted the issue with litter has 
improved. FC will pass on DW’s contact details to TM with 
regard to names for a potential war memorial. 
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Dates of Next Meetings:   
16th July 2025 – Parish Liaison  

11th September – Parish Council meeting 
15th October  – Parish Liaison 

6th November – Parish Council meeting 

  

 


